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Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Fresh from the Kateri Northwest Ministry Institute Board meeting
of August 14, 2020, I am happy to be in touch with all of you
again after so long. Fr. Pat Twohy, S.J., Director of the Work for
the Rocky Mountain Mission had invited all of us to gather in Spokane for an April retreat together, but the virus prevented that.
None of us imagined it would have to be rescheduled for a year
later, but here we are. We can only hope to have some normalcy
by December, especially for Christmas.
The Board meeting was a ZOOM meeting. Jen Edgren set it up so
that we could see and talk to each other on our computers. I think
everyone appreciated that we didn't have to travel for two days to
have a two-hour board meeting. The main topic of the meeting
was how to proceed with our gatherings this year, September 2020
to April 2021. The Board decided that we should attempt to have
“virtual” gatherings. I think everyone is familiar with the practice
that has become so common these last five months. Even TV talk
(continued on page 2)
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shows are broadcast from the homes of the hosts
with their images gathered on one screen. I really
thought that the challenges of getting everyone
“connected” would be too much, so I was assuming we would suspend our gatherings at least until
January. But Jen demonstrated how possible it
was to get everyone together and connected. The
Board directed that we contact each participant
and any others who might want to join us in this
new format. Since we won’t have travel, lodging
and food expenses, we can provide the internet, a
device (tablet or laptop) and the ZOOM program
to any participant who needs them. For the time
being, the Institute is going virtual.
Our first virtual gathering will be Saturday, September 26, beginning at 9:00 a.m. Pacific Time,
and 10:00 a.m. Mountain Time. Maureen FoleyBensen will continue her course on the Book of
Exodus for the two morning hours. We will
break for lunch, and those who wish can return
for a final hour with myself. I would like to finish our study of the book Nicholas Black Elk,
Medicine Man, Missionary and Mystic. Once we
have completed that, we will take up a book written by Fr. Max Oliva, S.J., God of Many Loves.
One reviewer wrote: “As he guides us on this enriching journey of remembrance and discovery,
Fr. Max encourages us to remember all the ways
God has been present throughout our lives and to
discover God’s love anew.”

Above: Jama Van Brunt taking notes (left) with Fr. Mike
and Marie Poirier from the Spokane group.

The Board also welcomed a new member, Jama
Van Brunt, Colville from Nespelem, Washington.
Jama is a gifted educator and brings a lot of
imagination and can-do spirit to the Board. We
all had a moment of remembrance for two companions and Board members who died recently —
Jerome Main of Hays, Montana, and Shirley
Gobert of Browning, Montana. Charlotte Kelley
and Gordo Horn remember them in another part
of this newsletter, but I want to express my deep
sadness at losing them, both unexpectedly. My
heart goes out to their families, especially with it
so difficult to grieve together and support each
other. They were both remarkable, vibrant, loving, dedicated people.
I have had to be pushed out of my comfort zone
to undertake this new adventure with our Kateri
gatherings. I hope you and many others will take
this opportunity to gather, share conversation,
study and pray together in a time that has been so
isolating. We are all more vulnerable to negative
influences in isolation, so please take this opportunity to gift us with your presence once a month.
We will do whatever it takes to make it happen.
May Saint Kateri protect us,
— Fr. Mike Fitzpatrick, S.J.
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Maureen’s News….
Way hust skil khalt! Hello and greetings from St.
Mary’s Mission in Omak, Washington. It is my
hope this newsletter finds each and every person
well and navigating these challenging times with
hope and support. The early spring months of isolation invited us to get to know our living spaces
better, to teach our children at home, and to find
ways of being creative to keep ourselves and our
families growing. I know for me, getting household necessities took on an entirely new look!

Let me share with you how we encounter sacred
scripture in our gatherings dedicated to this study.
We take a passage in the text and comment on language, place, context, and authorship. This part of
our time together raises questions, brings forth insights and ideas; this discussion helps each and
everyone of us gain a depth of understanding about
the text. Flowing from this, participants share how
the text parallels the sacred stories of the People’s
traditions. The insights and perspectives spoken
are grace-filled and exhilarating.
The study of scripture during the gatherings of the
Kateri Institute further the work of the Church. As
Vatican II taught, all the baptized who gather are
the Church. Enculturation happens as Native People share their insights and understanding of scripture and the passages become ‘their own.’ It is a
privilege and a joy to be part of Kateri and a
teacher of scripture.
Thank you to all who share in this work: participants and their families who share them, benefactors, prayer warriors, and the communities who
support each.

Above: Maureen Foley-Bensen (foreground) enjoying the
Christmas gift exchange with the participants at St.
Ignatius.

Right: Maureen teaching a scripture class to the St.
Ignatius group. Clockwise from left: Maureen,
Sharon Mitchell, Betty White, Ernie Ducheneaux,
Sr. Margaret Hillary, O.P., Tammie Miller, Linnea
Gariepy, Marcella Adolph, Patricia Baker-Benally

May the Love of Creator bless each and every one,
Maureen Foley-Bensen
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ANNUAL REPORT FISCAL YEAR JULY 2019—JUNE 2020
KATERI BENEFACTORS:

TOTAL INCOME = $49,213.53

$1,955.00

(Donations of $500 or more
from July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020)

$35.50 $11.09

$3.78

$2,380.30

Patricia Baker-Benally — in memory of
her parents, Ted and Nellie Baker
Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions
Koch Foundation, Inc.
Kathi Mercy
William Robi Sr. — in honor of
Richard Mercy and Helen Robi
Wilmer Waldman

Grants: 40%
Individual Donors 28%
Investment Income: 22%
$20,000.00

$10,770.86

Newsletter Donations: 5%
Program Revenue: 4%
Resale: <1%
Miscellaneous: <1%

Interest: <1%
$14,057.00

KATERI DONORS:
Marcella Adolph
Amazon Smile
Anonymous
Fr. John A. Apel, S.J.
Sr. Margaret Ball, SNJM
James Beistle
Stan Bluff, Sr.
Joe and Peanuts Booth
Maggie and Gabe Brennan
Marjorie Brewer
Peggy and Dennis Calfee
Margaret Coffey
Mary Cooney
Fr. Joe Damhorst, S.J.
C. Richard Ellis
Fr. Bob Erickson, S.J.

Judy Hader
Jim and Janet Hasenkamp
Rita Horn
James Howells
Paddy and Teri Inman
Janet Colgan Jett
Paul, Laura, and Hugh Kane
Kennard and Marie Kapstafer
Charlotte Kelley
Juliann Kirk
Jerome Main
Loretta McIver
Catherine and Daniel Mitchell

Elaine Moomaw
Rev. J. Gordon Moreland, S.J.
Beverly and Darlene Peters
Patty Repikoff
Bill and Dodi Robi
Rev. Jack Shaw
Rev. William Shaw
Stevens and Tricia Trainer
Maria Trevino
Jama Van Brunt
Bishop Emil Wcela
Michelle and Jeff Webb
Matthew D. Wells
Richard and Donna Yellam

EXPENSE = $52,198.93
$1,300.00

Office Manager: 40%

$560.00

$1,480.73

$215.35
Jesuit Director: 18%

$1,767.50

$3,064.78

Automobile & Travel: 13%
Program Expense: 12%
$21,116.24

Office Rent, Supplies, & Website: 6%

$6,493.55
Payroll Taxes (Fed. & State): 3%

Newsletter: 3%
$6,700.78
Associate Teacher: 2%

$9,500.00

Accountant: 1%
Subscription, P.O. Box, Membership,
Board Mtgs, Corp. Fee,: <1% each
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U p c o mi n g K a t e r i W e e ke n d s :

KATERI CALENDAR


September 2020
Sun
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Via ZOOM

This year, due to the coronavirus
pandemic and the necessity in
taking safety precautious to protect the health of our participants, we will begin our Kateri
meetings as one large group on
Saturday, September 26th at 9
a.m. PT on Zoom. The large group
will then decide how they would

like to proceed, when to meet, whether they would like to do additional
large group Zoom gatherings, and when to break up into their smaller
groups. Once it is decided, the schedule will be on the website:
www.katerinmi.org

Images from the 2019-2020 Kateri Program
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In Memoriam….
In the last few months, the
KNMI Board sadly lost two of
its members, both from the
Great Falls group. Charlotte
Kelley offers her remembrance
of Jerome Main, Board
member and President of the
Board since 2013, and Gordo
Horn offers his remembrance
of Shirley Gobert, Board
member since 2009.

Jerome Main, a member of the Gros Ventre tribe
and a Kateri board member, passed away on
March 31, 2020 due to injuries from a car accident. Jerome was born on July 30, 1937, the
youngest of a large family and raised on and lived
on the Ft. Belknap Reservation.
He attended the St. Paul Mission School, graduating in 1956. He started out in social services, then
switched to Law and Order for 22 years. His work
took him to other reservations to work. On retirement he returned to his home reservation.
He and his wife Nellie had six children and numerous grandchildren. Jerome was a devoted
family man and enjoyed spending time with all of
them. He and Nellie were always there to help
family members as well as members of his community.
Jerome was a also a devoted Christian (Catholic)
and lived his life believing and practicing his
Catholic beliefs. He and Nellie were faithful
members of the Kateri group in Great Falls, MT.
He always looked forward to the meeting and
brought a dimension of knowledge and questioning to discussions. He had a wealth of knowledge
in religion, Native American culture, law, and
social issues. Jerome will truly be missed by all
who had the privilege of knowing him.
— by Charlotte Kelley

My friend – Shirley Gobert.
Shirley F. Boyle Gobert, 83, passed away in Kalispell, Montana on Thursday – July 23, 2020. Services were held in Browning on Friday – July 31,
2020.
I’ve known Shirley and her brother since the
“boarding school” days. I was about 10-11 years
old. There were about 15 of us kids who were
dropped off at the boarding school the day after Labor Day, and not picked up until the day before Memorial Day. Shirley and I were both part of these
kids who spent all year at the boarding school.
After leaving the boarding school in 1954, I
never saw Shirley until the early 1980’s – this was
when we both had made our Cursillo. I found out
that she had married Merlin Gobert.
Because of the Cursillo, I became involved with
gospel music. I also began to travel to other places
such as Wellpinit, WA; Muckleshoot, WA; Canada;
etc. Shirley, along with Carl & Carmelita Cree
Medicine used to also travel to some of these gospel
music fests.
Shirley was such a good friend that I used to
tease her and call her “the apple of my eye.”
Shirley attended KNWM (Kateri Northwest Ministry Institute) at the Ursuline Center in Great Falls.
She went there faithfully since the 1980’s. She also
attended the National Kateri Tekakwitha Conferences: She joyfully traveled to San Francisco, New
York, Phoenix and Seattle. She also served on the
Rocky Mountain Mission Board for about the past
10 years.
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Shirley had a deep faith in God and was always involved in the Catholic Church. This was evident
by whether she was supporting the Cursillo movement, a Pilgrimage retreat, traveling to Kateri Ministry
events, or praying with others during their time of need.
Shirley is survived by her daughter Rachel Gobert Campbell; 3 grandchildren that she raised: Angelina, Jazmine, and Gracie; 17 grandchildren; brothers and sisters: Henry Paul Boyle, Harvey Boyle,
Mariel Lapier, Patrician Wynn, Louis Jean “Deanna” Williams, and Marvin Boyle.
Shirley will be greatly missed and was a blessing to all those that knew her.
Farewell to my friend and God bless - respectfully, “Gordo” Horn.

Thank You to Our Donors and Grantors
Although we may not express it often enough, we would like to say a heartfelt “Thank you!” to all of
you who gift Kateri Northwest Ministry Institute with financial contributions and your prayerful support. With your contributions, you make a meaningful investment into the Native people of the Inland
Northwest and Native American ministry. Your help empowers the participants of the Kateri Program
to take on leadership and ministerial roles in their own Catholic communities due to the training they
have received from the Kateri Program. We are truly grateful, for it is upon your generosity alone that
we depend. LEM LEMT!
Many thanks to our kind benefactors from
the Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions.
Please visit their website at

With the coronavirus upending our lives and forcing people to quarantine, isolate, and simply stay
at home, online shopping has been booming! You can help Kateri Northwest Ministry Institute
whenever you order something from Amazon. All you have to do is go to AmazonSmile and choose
Kateri Northwest Ministry Institute as the charity of your choice. Whenever you place an order,
AmazonSmile will contribute 0.5% of the cost of your eligible purchases to our ministry. There is
no additional cost to you, plus you get the very same products at the same prices as you would if
you order through Amazon. It’s a win-win situation! You get what you need from Amazon, and
KNMI gets a donation from AmazonSmile, thanks to you!
Search for the smile.amazon.com website, log into your account, then choose to support our charity, Kateri Northwest Ministry Institute. Your purchases made on smile.amazon.com are the only
ones that will go towards the support of our charity.
KNMI is a registered 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

Kateri Northwest
Ministry Institute

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

P.O. Box 4693
Spokane, WA 99220

Office phone: 509.313.7024
Fr. Mike: 541.969.6444
E-mail: kateri@katerinmi.org
katerinmi@gmail.com
Website: www.katerinmi.org
Below: The Great Falls group. Back row standing
(l –r): Kyrese Black Elk, Norman Bell, Rita Horn,
Thomas “Bear” Grant, Jerome Main. Front row
sitting: (l-r): Gordo Horn, Charlotte Kelley, Bonnie
Lankford, Nellie Main

Please cut out the coupon below and return it with your contribution.

Yes! I want to support Native lay leaders and
help get technology to the participants of
Kateri Northwest Ministry Institute!
I am enclosing my tax-deductible contribution for:

$25

$50

$75

$100

$150

$200

$250

$300

$500

Your name will appear as a Kateri
Benefactor in the Annual Report.

Other amount: $
Name
Address
Comments to our newsletter are always welcome. Contact us by mail, phone, or e-mail. If
you no longer wish to receive the Kateri newsletter, please let us know. You can also access
the Kateri newsletter through our website:
www.katerinmi.org
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